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● Costa Rica Dome Flux and Zinc Experiments 
    (FLUZiE) cruise,  R/V Melville,
    22 June to 25 July 2010.

● Activity concentrated near 9°N, 90.5°W.
● Relatively weak currents, warm SST.

Southern Oscillation Index was rising toward the 
strong 2010-2011 La Niña.

The sea-surface depression associated with the Costa Rica 
Dome (CRD), the blue area near 9°N, 90°W, was moderately 
weak in 2010  compared to the same season in other years. 

On the intraseasonal time scale, SSH contrasts were weakening 
during the spring.  By early summer there was little eddy activity.
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OSCAR surface current estimates (Bonjean and Lagerloef, 
2002) show weak flow near 9°N, 90°W throughout the field 
program.

Multi-sensor Ultra-high Resolution (MUR) SST analysis (Chin 
et al., 2013) shows weak SST minimum near 9°N, 90°W, 
strengthening at the end of the field program.

Shipboard ADCP Velocities

The CCMP wind product (Atlas et al., 2011) shows strong 
Tehuantepec and Papagayo wind jets in some months, 
particularly in winter.  FLUZiE winds were weak.   

Light winds and moderate upward Ekman pumping also 
prevailed in the 5-day averaged product during FLUZiE.
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